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On Emelyanoviana naylae 
(Hemiptera: Cicadellidae: Typhlocybinae)

Vladimir M. GNEZDILOV

Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences, Universitetskaya nab. 1, 199034, St. Petersburg, Russia; 
e-mail: hemipt@zin.ru

Abstract. Relationships of Emelyanoviana alexandri Logvinenko, 1981 and 
E. naylae Abdul-Nour, 1986 are discussed. Emelyanoviana naylae is restored as 
a valid species, endemic of Lebanon.
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The genus Emelyanoviana Anufriev, 1970 comprises four species distributed in the West 
Palaearctic Region. Recently, E. naylae Abdul-Nour, 1986 has been incorrectly placed 
in synonymy with E. alexandri Logvinenko, 1981 based on the original descriptions of 
both species (GNEZDILOV 2000). Later on, I have had an opportunity to examine specimens 
of E. naylae and compare them with type specimens of E. alexandri. The two species 
resemble each other by having a thick distal part of the aedeagus in lateral view (ABDUL-
NOUR 1986, Fig. 13; LOGVINENKO 1981, Fig. 1) and widely spaced apical processes of the 
aedeagus in ventral view (ABDUL-NOUR 1986, Figs. 14, 16, 18; LOGVINENKO 1981, Fig. 2). 

Figs. 1-2. Male sternal apodemes. 1 – Emelyanoviana alexandri Logvinenko, 1981, paratype (Russia, Itum-Kale); 
2 – E. naylae Abdul-Nour, 1986 (Lebanon, Ehden).
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Emelyanoviana naylae is distinguished by a rectangular anterior margin of vertex (rounded 
in E. alexandri) and by a distinctly enlarged (triangular) distal part of the aedeagus in ventral 
view (slender in E. alexandri; ABDUL-NOUR 1986, Fig. 14, and LOGVINENKO 1981, Fig. 2). 
Moreover, males of E. naylae have longer sternal apodemes (Figs. 1, 2). Thus, E. naylae 
is a valid name for an endemic Lebanese species closely related to E. alexandri, which is 
a Caucasian endemic. Both species belong to the E. mollicula (Boheman, 1854) species 
group characterized by the aedeagus, which has only one pair of apical processes in contrast 
to E. contraria (Ribaut, 1936) with two pairs of processes.

Acknowledgements

I am sincerely grateful to Dr Hani Abdul-Nour (Jdeidet-el-Matn, Lebanon) for the oppor-
tunity to examine the material of E. naylae. The research was fi nancially supported by a 
grant from the Russian Foundation for Basic Research (no. 06-04-48427). The collection of 
the Zoological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences is supported by Rosnauka for 
UFC No. 2-2.20. 

References
ABDUL-NOUR H. 1986: Three new and interesting Cicadellidae (Hom., Auchenorrhyncha) from Lebanon. 

Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 122: 129-136.
GNEZDILOV V. M. 2000: K poznaniyu faunisticheskikh kompleksov tsikadovykh (Homoptera, Cicadina) 

osnovnykh rastitel’nykh formatsiy severo-zapadnogo Kavkaza. (To the knowledge of the faunistic complexes 
of the Cicadina (Homoptera) in the main plant formations of the Northwestern Caucasus). Entomologicheskoe 
Obozrenie 79: 794-811 (in Russian, English summary). English translation published in Entomological Review, 
2001, 80: 927-945.

LOGVINENKO V. N. 1981: Shest’ novykh vidov tsikadok podsemeystva Typhlocybinae (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyn-
cha, Cicadellidae) s Kavkaza. [Six new species of Typhlocybinae (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha, Cicadellidae) 
from the Caucasus]. Trudy Zoologicheskogo Instituta Akademii Nauk SSSR 105: 6-14 (in Russian).


