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There exist only few examp les of suc h a partly incredib le taxo 
nomical confusion in suc h a comparative ly ea sily definable group of
flies as within the family Sar cophagidae. The r easons seem to be obvious.
Most of th e species of this family are habitually rather uniform so that
only supraspecific taxa (gener a, species groups ) ca n be recorgnized by
their habitual characters in most ca ses, indlvldually also a habitual
identification of sp ecies is possible. This contrasts with the fa ct that
especially the male genitali a off er mostly unambiguous specific cha
racters, making a correct identification of near ly ea ch individual quite
easy. The importance of male genitali a for th e Identittcation of species
in Sarcophagidae was early recognized but it was mainly Bott cher
(1912-1913) who established th e first compre hens ive classif ication of
Sarcophagidae according to male genitalia. Irresp ective of this important
fact, his figures of male genitalia were problematic, first of all because
of their too simple outline and, second, their magnification was unsatis
factory so that important details were omitted, as seen also in the case
of the dux-group where Bottcher's paper caused some unnecessary mis
takes. It was Rodendorf (1937) who definitely recognized the necessity
of devoting greater care to the details of male genitalia in this family
and to their drawings as he presented them after years of busy efforts
in his yet classical book mentioned above.

An example of this general development of taxonomy in Sarcopha
gidae is the co-called .rnisera-i-aux" group of the genus Parasa r
copliaqa Johnston & Tiegs, 1921, one of the most voluminous genera
comprising rather advanced and progressive forms of this family , in
which a recent speciation should be presumed from a common ancestor
(monophyly), so that Rodendorf (1937) calls it a "central genus" of Sar
cophagidae. The confusion started, typically, by a misi dentifica tion of
specimens (belonging to Sarcophaqa dux Thoms.) sent by Johnston &
Tiegs to E. E. Austen, as Sarcopliaqa misera Wal ker, 1949, by Auste n.
Parasarcopiiaqa (s . str.) misera (Walker , 1849) was described after
a femal e (see Lopes & Kano, 1979) from Australia. This species is
Widely distributed in the Australian and Oriental Region, New GUinea,
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somewhat those of P. (L.] aegyptica. Gonites comparatively short, post
gonite thicker and a little sorter than pregonite (figr. 26, 27).

Distribution: Acco rding to Rodendorf (1937) the species is known
from Ceylon and China bu t I identified a male specimen (fig. 27 ) col
lecte d in Kenya, so the species might be also Aethiopian . Further re
search of th is very specialized form of Liosarcophaga is desirable which
would reveal also it s unknown ecology.

Material studied: 1 0, Sotik, S. A. L., Kenya, Le Pelley, Date. 1932,
No. 2424, Sarcophaga aegyptica Salem, det. v. Emden, 1957 (prep. BM
-116); °Suduganga, Cey lon, 16. 5. 1925, Purch, from Senior-White, BM
1938-460, Sarcophaqa dux Thoms.., var. scopariijormis S. W., de t. R. Se 
nior White, Co-Type (red la bel), Paratype (rounded ye llow label ) ; 2 00,
Hainan Exp., 30. 3. 34s ex co lI. Chi Ho.

Fig . 26: Parasarcophaga [Liosarcoptiaqa} scopartiiormis (Senior-White. 1927 ), para
phallus, cercus with co xite ( a) and gonites (b), (Suduganga, Ceylon, Paratype) .
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Additional material studied

The numerous misidentifications were responsible for incorrect de- .
terminations of several other Parasarcophaga spp. In the following list
the correct names of such misidentified taxa are given. These data may
contribute to the present knowledge of the distribution of such species.

Parasarcophaga misera (Walker, 1849) (syn. Sarcophaga orchidea
Bottcher, 1913): 1 0, Burpengary. S. Queensland, 2. 9. 1899, Dr. J. L. Ban
croft, 1900. 71 (prep. BM-II0); 1 0, New Holland, J. Hunter.

Parasarcophaga rujicornis (Fabricius, 1794): 1 0, Arabia, Aden, 7. 3.
1939, G. H. Henry; 1 0, Belgian Congo, Leopoldvllle, 8. 9. 43, Dr. M. Wan
son; 1 0, Parasitic on Hybloea puera, Burma, Dr. J. Atkinson, Sawbin Res.,
Zigon, R. Hla. Ogh., 20. 7. 30 (prep . BM-109); 1 0, Malay Peninsula, 17. 7.
1939 , A. G. Pillai, Bred 10615, in decomposing meat in Laboratory, Kua la
Lumpur . The specimen from Burma was identified as .rnisera" ( ! ! ) 
( fig. 22, 23).

Fig . 27: Parasarcophaga [Liosarcoptiaqa] scopariijormis (Senior-White, 1927), para
phallus, cercus with coxite (a) and ganites (b), (Sotik, Kenya).

Parasarcophaga teretirostris (Pandelle, 1896): 1 0, England, SH:
Portsdown, 7. 6. 54, J. A. & D. J. Clark; 2 00, dtto, S. Hants, 24. 5. 57, D. J.
Clark; 2 00, England, SD., Seaton, 23. 7. 53, J. A. J. Boyer & D. J. Clark;
1 0, England, SE ., Hadleigh, Wood, 21.-22. 8. 54, J. A. & D. J. Clark;
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1 0, Holkham, Norfolk, 12. 7. 1939; 1 0, Essex, Benfleet, 6. 7. 45; 1 0,
Wiltshire, Salisbury, 2. 6. 1977, J. P. Dear; 1 0, Lyntom, 12. 8. 41, C. J.
Wainwright; 1 0, Greve de Lacq., Jersey, 10. 9. 46; 1 0, Bolognola [Provo
of Macerata), Sibillini, 3600 ft., 15. 8.-15. 9. O. Querci; 1 0, Firenze,
Monte Sonarlo, 800 m, Toscana, Italia centr., 22. Aug. 1919, Querci;
1 0, Bex, Switzerland, 19. 5. 1910, C. J. Wainfright.

Parasarcophaqa emdeni Rodendorf, 1970: 1 0, Galtiir Paznauntal ,
Aus tria, Richards, 18. July 1933, Richards; 1 0, Hungaria, Kalocsa, Thal
h ammer ; 1 0, Dalmatia , Novi Grad, 27.-31. 5. 58.

,)

/
28

Fi gs. 28, 29: Cercus and coxite of Parasarcophaqa [Ltosarcophaqa] marshalli (Parker ,
1923), ( It aly, Faganko), (29), and Parasarcophaqa [Liosarcoptiaqa ] tube rosa ( Pan
d elle, 1896), (29 ), ( Bal atonkenese , Hungar ia ).
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This material of P. teretirostris and P. erndeni confirms that two
closely related and obviously vicariating taxa are concerned. It remains
unclear where there is their exact demarcation, because the specimens
from Moravia, Slovakia, Hungary, Austria, Dalmatia and the South East
Europe belong clearly to P. emdeni, whereas the specimens from En
gland, France, Thuringia, Italy and Switzerland belong to P. teret irostrts
[see also Povolny & Slarneckova (1979)].

Porasarcophaqa similis (Meade, 1876): 1 0, Hengistbury-Head, 4. 6.
38, C. J. Wainwright; 1 0, England, SE: Lymington, 26. 5. 54, J. A. & D. J.
Clark; 1 0, Mudeford Hans, 19. 7. 44; 1 0, Frankfurt/Oder, M. ·P. Riedel,
19. 6. 27; 1 0, Zl-Ka-Wet, 24. 9. 1917, from E. Seguy ex China; 1 0, Haman
Exp ., 1. 6. 34, ex coll. Chi Ho; 2 00, Kanazawa, Kaga , Ishikawa, Honshu,
Japan, 28. June 1964, H. Kurahashi.
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Figs. 30, 31: Cercus and coxite of: Parasarcophaga ~LiosarcophagaJ madeirensts
(Schiner, 1868), syntype, (Madeira), (30), and Parasarcoptiaqa (Liosarcophaga ) port
schinskyi Rodendorf, 1937, (31) (Struma, Bulgaria).
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Fig. 36: Parasarcophaga {Liosarcophaga} madeirensis [Schiner, 1868}, male genitalia
or a syntype after a sketch by Dr. Pont. Ventral processes of para ph all us partly da -
maged Jcompare with figs. 25 and 30) . .
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Fig. 37: Parasarcophaqa (Liosarcophaga) marstialli (Parker, 1923), male genltaUa
after a sketch by Dr. Verves. Compare ~~ith figs. .10, 11 and 29. Abscissa equals 0.25 mm.

38

Fig . 38: Parasarcophaga (Liosarcophaga) breuicornis (Ho , 1934), male genitalia after
a sketch by Dr. Verves. Compare with figs. 13, 14.
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Fig. 39: Parasarcophaqa (Liosarcophaga) jaroshevskyi Rodendorf, 1937, male genltalta
after a sketch by Dr. Varves.

Fig. 40: Parasarcophaga (Liosarcophaga) scopariijormis (Senior-White, 1927), male
genitalia after a sketch by Dr. Verves. Compare with figs. 26 and 27.
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Fig. 41: Parasarcophaqa [Liosarcophaqa] lypai Verves, 1977, male genitalia (after the
original sketch by Dr. Verves.

Druring the press 0 fthis paper the manuscript of which has been
forwarded in February 1983 to the Editorial Board of this journal the
following publication appeared: Verves Yu. G., 1986 (1987): Family Sar
cophagidae, in: Catalogue of Palaearctic Diptera, 12 : 58-235, Akademiai
Biado, BUdapest.

For t echnical reasons it was impossible to in corporate the results of
this publication into the above paper.




