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Usinger and Matsuda 1959 estab lished the new genus Oroessa for
an African species Mezira Iujae Schouteden, 1919 by original designati on
fr om Tropic a l Afr ica (former Belgian Congo ). At the same time the
authors inclu ded in th e genus Oroessa Usinger and Matsuda, in addition
to Afri can species , a further species Oroessa laticeps (Be rgroth, 1896)
from Jav a , descr ibe d al so in th e genus Me zira.

In 1952 Schoute den described, on the basis ' of one femal e, Mezira
hu lstaer ti Schouteden from tropical Afr ica. Afte r examination of the
ho lotype of this species it was realized th at it is th e second Afri can
species of the genus Or oessa Usinger and Matsuda .

Her ewi th I am giving the redescription of Oroessa hulstaerti (Schou­
teden, 1952) comb. n. and some additional notes on the African species
of the genus Oroessa Usinger and Matsuda.

Oroessa hulstaerti (Sc houteden, 1952) co mb. n.
(Figs. 1-4)

Male. Length 12.4 2 mm., maximum wi dth acr oss abdomen 5.98 mm.
Head: length 1.7 5 mm., w idth ac ross eyes 2.21 mm., width ac ross poste­
rolate r al proc essus 2.67 mm. Antennae : length of antennal segmen ts
1.05 mm., 0.87 mm., 0.87 mm., 0.62 mm. Pronotum: length 2.53 mm.,
wi dth across anterolatera l lobe s 4.46 mm. Scutellum: length 1.7 mm. ,
width 2.57 mm.

Species of la rge si ze, body fl attened 2.2- 2.34 t imes as long as
broa d, elongate with n ear ly s tr aight sides poster iorly slightly widened,
ab dome n sligh tly br oader than maximum width of pronotum.

Head pl a in, slightly (1.07 times) long er than broad across eyes,
but 1.5 times broader a cross postocular lobes than th e length of head.
Ocula r index 4.8, disc of head slightly arched with a longit udin al im­
pr es sion on e ach side n ear eyes, tylus narrow, distinctly delimited,
shor t api cally narrowed, jugae n arrow, fl at an d ous tandingly projec ting
over apex of tylus , divergent, apic ally subacute. An tenniferous tuber ­
cles sinuately div ergent, api cally subacute , attaining proximal third of
the length of first antennal segmen t , postocul ar pr ocess flat, very
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narrow, semicircular, directed anteriorly and projecting far beyond level
of ante rior margin of eyes, apically very narrowly roundish. Eyes very
small, inserted in the margin of head and at the back closed by the
postocular process. Surface of head with the exception of longitudin al
impression with large setigerous globules which are more promin ent
on lateral margins of jugae. Head below with sparse tubercles and
bristl es , labia l atrium distincly bordered only anteriorly, with only a lon ­
git udinal slit-like opening in front, labium slender, reaching to the
poster ior margin of head, projecting from labial atrium. Antennae 1.2
times longer than the maximum width of head across postocular pro cess.
First antennaI / segment longest, stout, clavate and distinctly bent, se­
con d segment distally slightly widened, subapically clavate , third seg­
me nt distally wi den ed, fourth segment shortest and slenderest , subapical­
ly widened. Antennae with large globules and long suberect an d

3

Figs. 1-2: Oro essa hulstaer ti (Schouteden) - mal e h olotype from Tshua pa, Flandr!a,
Zaire (former Belgian Cong o) . 1: he ad and pronotum, 2: p yg ophore. Figs. 3-4: Or oessa
lu jai (Schouteden) - male from Maboke, Central African Republic. 3: head and pro­
n otum, 4: py gophore.
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twi st ed bristles , mai nl y on first three segments . Relative lengths of
antenn al segments 17 : 14 : 14 : 10.

Pronotum ac ross anterolateral lob es 1.76 times broader than long
in the middle, anterior margin broadly excav ate, in the middle with
a narrow, but distinct coll ar, anterolateral angles of pronotum flattened ,
distinctly divergentl y pro jecting anterolater ally, terminally narrowly
roun dish , r eaching the middle of the length of postocular process, and
posteriorly continue s on pronotal margins which together form nearly
straight pronotal border converging posteriorly ; posterior pronotal mar ­
gin broadly sinuate and with small subtriangular process op posit e to
lateral angles of scut ellum. Surface of pronotum anteriorly slightly de­
cllvous , in the mi ddle with pair of ro undish glabrous elevantions, po­
ster ior part of pronotum nearly plain, surface of pronotum with ir r e­
gular ly dispersed setige rous g lobules more de nsely accumulated on
prono tal margins and anterolateral process. Scutellum triangular 1.5
t im es as broad as long , with ele va ted margins apically narrow ly roun d­
ed? with similar structure to tha t on pronotum. Sternum very fl attened
with irreg u lar globules , metathoracic sc ent gland opening long, obli ­
quely situated along posterior margin of metathorax near the upper
margin of the abdo men. Legs short, thick w ith numerous small globu­
les and short twisted hairs. Hemelytr a comparatively small, attaining
the po sterior margin of s ixth abdomin al tergite, hern.ely tra anteriorly
mo derately triangularly Widened, only slightly wider than posterior pro­
n ot al angles. Membrane narrow , 1.2 times longer than corium, terminal
border of membrane narrowly r oun ded, corium of similar structure as
on pron otum with distinct elevated vein s . Abdomen very flattened, po­
sterior ly slightly widened, connexivum ver y br oad with nearly str aight
margins, posterolateral angles of fifth to seventh connexival plates w ith
lateral margins nearly strai ght, posteriorly slightly pro minent, that of
sixth and seventh plates nearly lobately, disc of seventh abdominal seg­
ment in the middle sligthly elevated. Surface of connexivum coarse with
only very sparse plain globules, exterior margin of co nnexival plates
with more accumulated an d more distinct setigerous globules. Abdomen
below with fine sculpture and shor t adpres sed hairs . Spiracles a ll ventral
and remote from lateral margin of ab domen, lateral lobes of eight ab ­
dominal segment very small, narrow , close to lateral margins of pygo­
phore.

Pygophore 1.3 times as broad as long, regularly globular, termin al
margin of the segment regularly rounded, medial longitudinal disc a l
part of the segment anteriorly slight ly widened and along th e whole
length on each side and apically di stinct ly determined by a deep depres­
sion, proximall y widened in to dis t inct deep ovate impressions not reach­
ing th e anterior border of t he segment , disc of the segment in the midd le
with longitu dinal percurrent deep furrow. Segment when seen from
si de 0.9 times as hight as lon g, posterior margin of the segment perpen­
dicular, apical part of the discal par t of the segment distinctly separated
by the impression. Surface of pygoph ore rugous and with sma ll globules
an d shor t erect br ist les.
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Colour of the body uniformly dark brown, corium slightly paler,
membrane shiny.

Mat erial examined: 1 0 - holotype: Zaire, F1an dria, Tshuapa (for ­
mer Belgian Congo), 1940 collected by R. Hulstaert (Muses Royal de
l'Afr ique Tropical , Tervuren) .

Further material examined: 1 0 - Cameroons (ex coll. Breddin 1
Distri bution : Zai re, Cameroons.

Drnessa lu jai (Schouteden, 1919 )

Mezira Luia i Scho uteden , 1919 , Rev. Zool. Afr ., 6: 132- 133.
Oroe ssa Iu ja e, Usin ge r and Mats ud a, 1959 , Classifi cation of the Arad idae (Hemipter a­

-Heteropt er a ). British Museum (Nat. Hist.} , p. 322. Lond on .

Schoutede n in 1919 based the description of M ezi ra lu iai on a fe­
male specimen and Usinger and Matsuda 1959 comple ted the original
de scr iption by male characters .

. Herewit h I am giving some additional characters of the pygophore
in order to be compar ed with that of Oroessa hulstaerti (Schouteden).

Lobes of 8th male ab dominal segment broad, r oun ded plain, pro­
jecting and attaining to the middle of pygophore.

Pygophore 1.3 times as broad as long, globular; distally slightly
narrowed, then not so regularly rounded on termi nal margin. Upper
surface of pygophore with broad dis tinctly arched or near ly roof-like
dis c, anteriorly distinctly wi dened, laterally and apically distinctly
delimited by deep im pression , disc longitudinally wrinkled and in middle
long itudinally sulca te , remaining part of pygophore with small glo bules.
Terminal border of the pygo phore, wh en se en from side, perpendicular,
low er border running upwards.

Material examined: 1 <2 - Zaire (former Belgian Congo), Kondus,
Kassai , Luja call. [Musee R. Afrique Trap., Tervuren) .

1 2 - Zaire (former Belgian Congo) , provo de Maniema, Kindu,
1917, Burgeon call. [Musee R. Afr . Trap ., Tervuren) .

1 2 - Zaire (former Belgian Congo J, Stan., Yan gambi, III. 1953,
Decelle coll. ( (Muses R. Afr ., Trop. , Tervuren ).

1 9 - Zaire (former Belgian Congo ), Tshua pa, Bamania, XI. 1954,
Hulstaert call. (Musee R. Afr . Trop ., Tervur en ).

1 2 - Zaire (former Belgian Congo ), Tshuapa, t err . Ikala, ri v. Yal on ­
go, IX. 19 59 , biot . No . 105 A - humus et tor et mar acagense, Leleup call.
(Musee R. Afr . Trap ., Tervuren ).

1 0 - Central Afr ican Republic , Maboke, 6.-9. III. 19 73, Linnavuori
cal l. (Coll ection of R. Linnavuori ).

1 0 - Nigeria (British Cameroons), Matute, Tiko pl., 1. V. 1949 ,
Malkin ce ll. (N at. Mus eum, Praha ).

1 9 - Nigeri a [British Cameroons ), Manfe, 1. X. 1949 Malkin call.
(N at. Museum , Praha ).

1 9 - Came roons, region littoral de Kribi , V.-VII. 1925, C'omi ex
call. (Mus. Nat. Nat. Hist , Paris ).
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Fig. 5: Map shoving distributional data of African s pe cies of th e genus Or oessa Usinger
and Mat suda : Or oessa luiai ( Schoult eden ) - 0 and Oroessa tiulstaert i (Schoulteden) -
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1 2 - Cameroons, Mamie West, 1100 m., 5. II . 1966, Fr anke coll .
(Senckenberg Mus., Fr an kfurt a. M.].

1 0 - Cameroons, N'Kongsambe, VII. 1957, Cantaboube colI. (Mus.
Nat. Nat. Hist., Paris ].

1 0 -Cameroons, N'Koanvone, VII. 1966, R. de Mire colI. (Mus.
Nat. Nat. Hist., Pa ris].

2 22 - Cote d'Ivoire, Tonkoui, C. J. 900-1200 m., (forest pr im.),
1.- 20. IX. 1946, Villiers colI. (Mus. Nat. Nat. Hist., Paris] .

1 2 - Gabon, Ogocue, Sam Kita, 1910, Ellenberger co lI. (Mus. Nat .
Na t. Hist. , Paris ].

1 0 - Gabon, Bilagone, X. 1946, De Mirizon colI. ( IFAN, Dakar ).
1 0 - Togo, Hegneprothers coll, (Mus. Na t. Hist., Bucur esti J.
2 22 ~ Fernando Po, 1901, Conradt colI. (Mus. Na t. Nat . Hist .,

Paris) .
1 2 - Ghana , Tafo, 21. XII. 1965 Leston coll. (N at. Museum, Praha J.

Distr ibution: Zaire (former Belg ian Cong o, Kondus , Kass ai - type
locality J, Togo, Cameroons, Central Arican Repub lic, Gh ana.

Key to th e African species of the genus Oroessa Usinger and Matsuda

1. [uga e, antenniferous tubercles and postocular processes broad and
their apices rather blunt, pronotal ante rolateral angles projecting
forward in more roundish lob es and posteriorly continue sinuately
on pronotal lateral margin and then sinuate ly n arrowed posterior ly .
Se cond and thi r d an tennal segments al ong the whole length. distally
widened with spars e short bristles. Lateral lobes of 8th male abdo- .
minal segment broad, rounded, plain projecting and attaining th e
middle of pygophor e. Discal delimited part of pygophore more
broad, anteriorly distin ctly widene d . . O. luiai ( Schouteden )
[ugae, antenniferous tubercles and postocular processes narrow,
slender with m ore or less pointed apices , pronotal anterolateral
angles projecting in lobes terminally narrowly roundish and po­
steriorly contin uing on pronotal margins and forming nearly straight
pronatal margin convergent posteriorly. Lateral lobes of male eight
abdominal segment small, tongue-like, close to the lateral margin of
py gophore. Discal delimited part of pygophor e nar row, anterior ly
only slightly widened. Secon d and third antennaI segment distally
wi dened, secon d segment subapically clavate, antenn ae with large
gl obules and long suberect and twisted brist les .

. O. hulstaerti ( Schout eden ).

Distr ibution of both African species of the genus Or oessa correspon d
to the areas of Central and Wes t humid floristic zones of Afrotropical
region (map).
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